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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST THE VENEREAL

DISEASES AND THE TREPONEMATOSES
NAPLES, SEPTEMBER 19-23, 1955

(1) The General Assembly, after receipt of the
memorandum submitted by Mrs. Tuller, decides to
try to supplement the regional offices of the Union
already existing (Americas and Europe) with the
creation of new regional offices corresponding to
the regional offices of the WHO.

(2) The General Assembly, because of the pre-
vious decision to hold general assemblies every 2
years only and to limit the duration of the mandate
for the Members of the Executive Committee to
3 years, suggests a new disposition and advises its
Bureau to call a special General Assembly in 1956
to examine the following items:

(i) Re-interpretation of the Statutes in order to
extend the powers of the Members of the Execu-
tive Committee actually in function until the
General Assembly in 1957;

(ii) Recommendation for payment of accounts
incurred by the Union for 1955

(iii) Changes in status in order to:
(a) allow admission to the Union as Members

of persons of national and international
groups interested from the social point of
view in the campaign against venereal
diseases and treponematoses-

(b) reduce to 2 years the duration of the
mandate of the Members of the Executive
Committee;

(c) reduce to one year the duration of the
mandate of the Members of Commissions
and give the selection of Members of
Commissions to the Executive Committee.

(3) The General Assembly, after the results of
the investigation made in the Mediterranean areas
by the Union on the application of the Brussels
Agreement of 1924, is of the opinion that the
dispositions accepted in this agreement should be
revised in the light of the recent progress made in
the anti-venereal campaign and made to cover a
larger field in the protection of the health and
welfare of seamen in port. Consequently the
General Assembly proposes the following motion:
That the WHO, recipient of the Brussels Agree-

ment, should begin, in collaboration with OIT,
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the examination of the international activities which
should be embodied in a new Seamen's Health
Code.

(4) The General Assembly believes it desirable
to recommend to the national health authorities to
order or advise the procedure of communicating
from port to port in the same country, or from
country to country, all information on the epidemio-
logy of the venereal diseases and on contacts.

(5) The General Assembly has considered the
various reports and communications presented.
It has observed that syphilis and gonorrhoea
remain a menace in spite of their spectacular
decrease since the end of World War II, and that
in spite of additional epidemiology and the tracing
of contacts, the use of antibiotics can only facilitate
the fight against venereal disease. The Assembly
recommends that the Public Health Authorities
should not discourage the organization of the
fight against venereal disease since this is as
indispensable to-day as it was in the past if present
gains are to be maintained.

(6) The General Assembly recommends that
medical and sanitary authorities pay greater atten-
tion to NGU for the following reasons:

(i) The importance of non-gonococcal urethritis and
its clinical manifestations to individuals and to
society;

(ii) Patients having contracted NGU usually attend
venereal disease out-patient departments

(iii) NGU is often of venereal origin.
The General Assembly is of opinion that measures

which have proved effective in the control of VD
should be applied to NGU. These measures should
take into account:

(i) the fact that present knowledge of the aetiology
of the condition is imperfect,

(ii) that, in females, the pathology of NGU is ill-
defined,

(iii) that further research must be undertaken before
a standard treatment of NGU can be recom-
mended.
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(7) Considering that, on the one hand, in
developed countries the problem of venereal
disease has changed, the risk to individuals and to
society has lessened, and, for non-specialists, the
problem is thought to be of secondary importance,
whereas, on the other hand, in many under-
developed countries the problem is still of major
importance, the General Assembly is of opinion
that an international meeting should be convened
in the coming years in order to determine the exact
position in various countries from a medical and
social standpoint, and the world picture of venereal
disease, and to study the measures to be taken to
control venereal diseases to the same extent in
underdeveloped as in more developed countries.

(8) The General Assembly, being aware of the
important contributions made by the United
Nations Children's Fund in assisting the develop-
ment of activities to improve the well-being of the
world's children, recognizing that substantial pro-
gress in the treatment of treponemal diseases has
been possible in many countries as a result of

assistance provided by UNICEF in cooperation
with the World Health Organization and appre-
ciating the opportunities for cooperation provided
by the consultative status which has been granted
the Union by the Executive Board of UNICEF,
resolved:
That the gratitude of the International Union

against the Venereal Diseases and the Trepone-
matoses be expressed to the Executive Board and
Administration of UNICEF,

that the Union express its continuing support of
the Children's Fund, and that the Union's repre-
sentative be instructed to carry out regular con-

sultations with the UNICEF Administration to
determine methods of cooperation in the achieve-
ment of the joint objectives of the two organizations,

that the member organizations of the Union be
encouraged to support activities for the benefit of
UNICEF carried out in their respective countries,
and that the contents of this resolution be con-

veyed to the Administration and Executive Board of
UNICEF.
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